The Jesse Tree Advent Calendar
This is an Advent calendar that is based on the idea of the Jesse tree.  If you are not familiar with the Jesse tree,
it’s a traditional Advent symbol, inspired by the passage from Isaiah (11:1-2) – “A shoot shall sprout from the
stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall blossom. The spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him…” This passage
has been read as a prophecy about the coming of Christ, which identifies Jesse (King David’s father) as his
ancestor. A Jesse Tree identifies many of the ancestors of Jesus Christ – sometimes going all the way back to
Adam. The point is not so much to focus on a bloodline, but to highlight the fact that the Bible tells one great
story with many faithful (and not so faithful!) people trying to follow God since the beginning of time, ultimately
culminating in Jesus Christ.
This Advent calendar draws from the idea of the Jesse tree, which is to give the “big picture” of salvation history
as we journey through Advent. On each day of Advent, a scripture story is told, starting with the creation of the
world and ending with the birth of Jesus. Jesus is the culmination of an exciting, dramatic, and often rather messy
story of God’s relationship with his people – This calendar will take you through some of the highlights of this
story as it leads to Christ. Remember, the main point of this story is that God never gives up on His people – He
has loved us since the beginning of time, and He will always love us, no matter what.
How To Use This Calendar At Home
Because Advent lasts a different number of days each year (depending on what day of the week Christmas falls
on), this calendar is designed with 25 days, beginning on December 1st , so that it can be used any year.  On
November 30 or on the first day of Advent, set out your Jesse tree and talk to your kids about how you’ll be using
it this Advent. Read the scripture verse (from Isaiah) listed on the chart, and bless your Jesse tree.
Starting on December 1st, there is one round paper symbol for each day. Look at the chart to find out what
symbol you need. Then introduce the story that goes with it. There are several options here. Do whatever works
best for your family!
1) You can read the scripture passage listed on the chart. (I’ve tried to cut down the stories to a manageable
length, but it’s hard!) This is will give you the best overall picture of the story, but may only work for older kids
with a longer attention span.
2) You can read the shorter scripture passage listed on the chart – To shorten things up, some bits of the story
may be cut out, so you may have to introduce the story a little bit in your own words first.
3) For younger kids, the best option may be to find these stories in a children’s Bible and read them from there,
where the words will be simple and there will be good pictures to share.  However, a few stories (Nehemiah, for
one!) may not be in a children’s Bible, even though they are important to the overall Biblical story.
4) You can also just tell these stories in your own words. (It might help to review the passage yourself first.)
-If you’re not familiar with one of these stories, don’t worry about it. This calendar can be a learning experience
for the whole family!
You can decide what kind of “tree” these symbols will go on - You can glue or tape them to a paper tree, hang by
hooks or string on a small artificial tree, or anything else you’d like to do!
You may want to do this daily ritual in conjunction with your Advent wreath or at dinner time or bed time – Do
whatever works for your family. We have this calendar at home, and our kids really look forward to doing it every
year. And every year we get a little better grasp of what this whole story is all about – Which gives us a greater
sense of the significance of Christ’s birth at Christmas.  He is the climax of this incredible story!
If you have questions about this project, please feel free to contact me.
~ Sara Larson (larsonsa@archmil.org, 962-2443)

:ĞƐƐĞdƌĞĞ^ǇŵďŽůƐĂŶĚZĞĂĚŝŶŐƐ
ĂƚĞ

^ǇŵďŽů

ǀĞŶƚ

/ŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞĂŶĚǆƉůĂŝŶƚŚĞ:ĞƐƐĞdƌĞĞ;EŽ^ǇŵďŽůdŽĚĂǇͿ

^ĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞ

^ŚŽƌƚĞƌ^ĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞ

/ƐĂŝĂŚϭϭ͗ϭͲϭϬ

/ƐĂŝĂŚϭϭ͗ϭͲϯ

ĞĐĞŵďĞƌϭ

ŽǀĞ

'ŽĚƌĞĂƚĞƐƚŚĞtŽƌůĚ

'ĞŶĞƐŝƐϭ͗ϭͲϮ͗ϯ

'ĞŶĞƐŝƐϭ͗Ϯϳ͕ϯϭ

Ϯ

ƉƉůĞ

ĚĂŵĂŶĚǀĞͲdŚĞ&ŝƌƐƚ^ŝŶ

'ĞŶĞƐŝƐϮ͗ϭϱͲϭϳ͕ϯ͗ϭͲϭϯ͕ϮϯͲϮϰ

'ĞŶĞƐŝƐϯ͗ϭͲϲ

ϯ

ƌŬ

EŽĂŚĂŶĚdŚĞ&ůŽŽĚ

'ĞŶĞƐŝƐϲ͗ϱͲϴ͕ϭϭͲϭϰ͕ϭϴͲϮϮ͕ϵ͗ϴͲϭϳ

'ĞŶĞƐŝƐϵ͗ϴͲϭϯ

ϰ

^ƚĂƌƐ

'ŽĚΖƐWƌŽŵŝƐĞƚŽďƌĂŚĂŵ

'ĞŶĞƐŝƐϭϮ͗ϭͲϯ͕ϭϱ͗ϭͲϲ

'ĞŶĞƐŝƐϭϱ͗ϭͲϲ

ϱ

ZĂŵ

dŚĞKĨĨĞƌŝŶŐŽĨ/ƐĂĂĐ

'ĞŶĞƐŝƐϮϮ͗ϭͲϭϴ

'ĞŶĞƐŝƐϮϮ͗ϭϱͲϭϴ

ϲ

>ĂĚĚĞƌ

'ŽĚZĞŶĞǁƐ,ŝƐWƌŽŵŝƐĞƚŽ:ĂĐŽď

'ĞŶĞƐŝƐϮϴ͗ϭϬͲϭϱ

'ĞŶĞƐŝƐϮϴ͗ϭϮͲϭϯ

ϳ

^ĂĐŬŽĨ'ƌĂŝŶ

:ŽƐĞƉŚ^ĂǀĞƐ,ŝƐ&ĂŵŝůǇ&ƌŽŵ&ĂŵŝŶĞ

'ĞŶĞƐŝƐϮϳ͕ϰϱ͗ϰͲϴ

'ĞŶĞƐŝƐϰϱ͗ϰͲϴ

ϴ

ƵƌŶŝŶŐƵƐŚ

ǆŽĚƵƐϯ͗ϮͲϭϱ

ǆŽĚƵƐϯ͗ϮͲϭϬ

ϵ

>Ăŵď

'ŽĚĂůůƐDŽƐĞƐƚŽ&ƌĞĞƚŚĞ/ƐƌĂĞůŝƚĞƐ
WĂƐƐŽǀĞƌĞĨŽƌĞ/ƐƌĂĞůŝƚĞƐΖ&ůŝŐŚƚĨƌŽŵ
ŐǇƉƚ

ǆŽĚƵƐϭϮ͗ϭͲϯ͕ϲͲϴ͕ϭϭͲϭϱ͕ϯϭͲϯϮ

ǆŽĚƵƐϭϮ͗ϭϭͲϭϯ

ϭϬ

^ƚŽŶĞdĂďůĞƚƐ

ǆŽĚƵƐϮϬ͗ϭͲϭϳ

ǆŽĚƵƐϮϬ͗ϭͲϭϳ

ϭϭ

ZĂŵΖƐ,ŽƌŶdƌƵŵƉĞƚ

:ŽƐŚƵĂϭ͗ϭͲϭϭ͕ϲ͗ϭͲϮϬ

:ŽƐŚƵĂϲ͗ϭͲϱ͕ϮϬ

ϭϮ

ƌŽǁŶ

ϭ^ĂŵƵĞůϯ͗ϭͲϭϬ͕ϴ͗ϰͲϳ

ϭ^ĂŵƵĞůϴ͗ϰͲϳ

ϭϯ

^ŚĞƉŚĞƌĚΖƐƌŽŽŬ

^ĂŵƵĞůΖƐĂůůĂŶĚ/ƐƌĂĞůΖƐ&ŝƌƐƚ<ŝŶŐ
dŚĞŶŶŽŝŶƚŝŶŐŽĨĂǀŝĚ
ĂƐ/ƐƌĂĞůΖƐ^ĞĐŽŶĚ<ŝŶŐ

ϭ^ĂŵƵĞůϭϲ͗ϭ͕ϰͲϭϯ

ϭ^ĂŵƵĞůϭϲ͗ϭϬͲϭϯ

ϭϰ

^ƚŽŶĞůƚĂƌ

ůŝũĂŚĂŶĚƚŚĞdĞŵƉƚĂƚŝŽŶŽĨ&ĂůƐĞ'ŽĚƐ

ϭ<ŝŶŐƐϭϴ͗ϮϭͲϯϴ

ϭ<ŝŶŐƐϭϴ͗ϮϭͲϮϰ͕ϯϲͲϯϵ

ϭϱ

&ŝƌĞdŽŶŐƐǁŝƚŚ,ŽƚŽĂů

/ƐĂŝĂŚϲ͗ϭͲϴ

/ƐĂŝĂŚϲ͗ϭͲϴ

ϭϲ

dĞĂƌƐ

:ĞƌĞŵŝĂŚϳ͗ϭͲϳ

:ĞƌĞŵŝĂŚϳ͗ϮͲϯ

ϭϳ

ŝƚǇtĂůů

/ƐĂŝĂŚ^ĞŶƚĂƐĂWƌŽƉŚĞƚ
:ĞƌĞŵŝĂŚWƌĞĂĐŚĞƐZĞƉĞŶƚĂŶĐĞ͕
tĂƌŶƐŽĨŽŵŝŶŐǆŝůĞ
dŚĞ/ƐƌĂĞůŝƚĞƐZĞƚƵƌŶĨƌŽŵǆŝůĞ͗
EĞŚĞŵŝĂŚZĞďƵŝůĚƐƚŚĞtĂůůƐŽĨ
:ĞƌƵƐĂůĞŵ
^ƚĂƌƚŽĨEĞǁdĞƐƚĂŵĞŶƚ

EĞŚĞŵŝĂŚϭ͗ϯͲϰ͕Ϯ͗ϯͲϱϲ͗ϭϱͲϭϲ

EĞŚĞŵŝĂŚϮ͗ϯͲϱ

ϭϴ

WĞŶĐŝůĂŶĚdĂďůĞƚ

ĞĐŚĂƌŝĂŚEĂŵĞƐ,ŝƐ^ŽŶ:ŽŚŶ

>ƵŬĞϭ͗ϱͲϮϱ͕ϱϳͲϴϬ

>ƵŬĞϭ͗ϱϳͲϲϰ͕ϳϲͲϳϵ

ϭϵ

^ĐĂůůŽƉ^ŚĞůů

:ŽŚŶƚŚĞĂƉƚŝƐƚWƌĞƉĂƌĞƐƚŚĞtĂǇ

>ƵŬĞϯ͗ϭͲϭϲ

>ƵŬĞϯ͗ϯͲϰ͕ϭϱͲϭϲ

ϮϬ

tŚŝƚĞ>ŝůǇ

dŚĞŶŶƵŶĐŝĂƚŝŽŶ

>ƵŬĞϭ͗ϮϲͲϯϴ

>ƵŬĞϭ͗ϮϲͲϯϴ

Ϯϭ

DŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚŚŝůĚ

DĂƌǇsŝƐŝƚƐůŝǌĂďĞƚŚ

>ƵŬĞϭ͗ϯϵͲϱϲ

>ƵŬĞϭ͗ϯϵͲϰϱ

ϮϮ

,ĂŵŵĞƌ

:ŽƐĞƉŚdƌƵƐƚƐ'ŽĚ

DĂƚƚŚĞǁϭ͗ϭϴͲϮϰ

DĂƚƚŚĞǁϭ͗ϭϴͲϮϰ

Ϯϯ

ŚŝͲZŚŽ^ǇŵďŽů

dŚĞtŽƌĚDĂĚĞ&ůĞƐŚ

:ŽŚŶϭ͗ϭͲϭϴ

:ŽŚŶϭ͗ϭͲϱ͕ϭϰ

Ϯϰ

DĂŶŐĞƌ

ŝƌƚŚŽĨ:ĞƐƵƐ

>ƵŬĞϮ͗ϭͲϳ

>ƵŬĞϮ͗ϭͲϳ

Ϯϱ

EŽ^ǇŵďŽů

dŚĞŶŐĞůƐƉƉĞĂƌƚŽƚŚĞ^ŚĞƉŚĞƌĚƐ

>ƵŬĞϮ͗ϴͲϮϬ

>ƵŬĞϮ͗ϴͲϭϰ

'ŝǀŝŶŐŽĨƚŚĞ>ĂǁƚŽDŽƐĞƐ
:ŽƐŚƵĂĂŶĚƚŚĞ&ĂůůŽĨ:ĞƌŝĐŚŽͲ
ZĞĐůĂŵĂƚŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞWƌŽŵŝƐĞĚ>ĂŶĚ

I
II
III
IV
V

VI
VII
VIII
IX
X

dsjfskfh
aif ieuij ncjdsariueoh
aidfj
o fds foijj
fi ewa apew
sdfkj l osdf sofij
f sofij asod
asodfi ew
laisjdf
lj
ueoh aidfj osddf lj
a apewo
sari
ncjd
dsjfskfh
sdfkj l laisj
foijj
fds
ieuij
aif

dsjfskfh
aif ieuij ncjdsariueoh
fd
aidfj
os foijj
sdfkj l osdf sofij
fi ewa apew
asodfi ew
laisjdf
f sofij asod
lj
a apewo
ueoh aidfj osddf lj
sari
ncjd
dsjfskfh
sdfkj l laisj
aif ieuij fds foijj

dsjfskfh
aif ieuij ncjdsariueoh
fds foijj
aidfj
sdfkj l osdf sofij
o
asodfi ew
laisjdf
fi ewa apew
lj
a apewo
f sofij asod
osd
j
aidf
h
sariueo
lj
j l laisjdf
dsjfskfhncjd
sdfk
aif ieuij fds foijj
dsjfskfh
aif ieuij ncjdsariueoh
fds foijj
aidfj
sdfkj l osdf sofij
asodfi ew
laisjdf
apewo
lj
a apewo
asodfi ewa
j osdf sofij
sariueoh aidf
df lj
dsjfskfhncjd
sdfkj l laisj
foijj
aif ieuij fds
dsjfskfh
aif ieuij ncjdsariueoh
fds foijj
aidfj
sdfkj l osdf sofij
asodfi ew
laisjdf
lj
a apewo
ewa apewo
sofij asodfi

j osdf
sariueoh aidf
df lj
dsjfskfhncjd
sdfkj l laisj
aif ieuij fds foijj

